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To mark the conclusion of Ainalaiyn Space’s first London residency, we are proud to announce 

Konstantinos Giotis: Outsourcing the Maybe. We would like to thank Exposed Arts Projects and Bella 

Kesoyan for making this project possible.  

 

Konstantinos Giotis’ painting exists in-between figuration and timeless ambiguity. With a 

methodological interest in the materiality of paint and the medium’s potential to act as a speculative 

space to explore representation, personal and collective narratives and references, the works become 

a building block for the construction of a contemporary imaginary. Large scale and expansive or small 

and intimate, the works revolve around fantasies, desires or autobiographical deviations. Through an 

open-ended process affected by moods, encounters, memory and research, the work becomes a 

vessel of suggestive relations. Motifs and painting tropes that often derive from popular culture or the 

public sphere, appear in atemporal scenarios and as representational mirages root the works in reality, 

in a dialectical process of subjectivity and power structures. Scenes infused in ambiguity, inhabited by 

vanishing ghostly presences, figures moving fluidly in and out of focus, implying moments of transition 

and transformation. Often working with overlapping layers of paint, transparencies and a plethora of 

representational ideas, concealment and disclosure takes place, creating networks of affective 

connections. 

Throughout this residency, Giotis has created new paintings that both build upon his oeuvre and react 

to the past narratives of Exposed Arts Projects. The outline of figures suggests presence, yet the thin 

layers of paint and its constant reworking and removal suggest absence. This application of paint plays 

with temporalities, as the works embody the many layers of time embedded in the studio. Balanced on 

the precipice of abstraction, Giotis’ use of popular culture motifs provides a subtle nod to Exposed Arts 

Project’s history as a luxury car dealership. The exhibition title, Outsourcing the Maybe, has been lifted 

from an advertisement for sourcing freelance workers which is currently displayed on the Underground; 

this spliced and fragmented language echoes the fragmentation of labour and the history of Fordism 

that lingers in Giotis’ London studio and encapsulates our contemporary capitalist moment. Giotis has 

described his use of colour as ‘toxic’, which offers a sense of warning or foreboding about this societal 

moment and evokes an uncertainty that can also be detected in the ambiguity of the figures and the 

ambivalence of the exhibition title.  
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About Exposed Arts Projects  

Exposed Arts Projects is a think-and-do tank founded and run by Sasha Burkhanova-Khabadze 

that celebrates the power of arts-based research to produce an informed multidimensional 

perspective on the contemporary human condition. It is set to nurture an innovative, mindful and 

just society that is driven to explore the creative alternatives to the status quo.  

www.exposedartsprojects.com | @e_artsprojects  

About Ainalaiyn Space  

Ainalaiyn Space is a nomadic arts project based in London, founded by Indira Dyussebayeva-

Ziyabek. It works with international artists and curators, providing an equal opportunity for 

everyone, especially to those that do not have a major presence in Europe. With learning, 

research and experimentation at the centre of their practice, it works on a diverse range of 

projects which showcase contemporary art from an interdisciplinary perspective, covering 

science, architecture, literature, philosophy and other areas.  

www.ainalaiynspace.com  @ainalaiynspace  

About the artist 

Konstantinos Giotis (b.1988) lives and works in Athens, Greece. He studied at the Slade School of 

Fine Art, UCL (MFA 2015), at the Department of Fine Arts and Art Sciences, University of Ioannina, 

GR (BA, 2013) and at the Facultad de Bellas Artes, Universidad Complutense, Madrid. His work 

revolves around painting with an interest in the potential it has as a medium to encapsulate time 

and act as a speculative space to explore identity, personal and collective narratives, materiality 

and representation. In his practice, desires, fantasies or autobiographical deviations function as 

points of departure from which to explore ideological constructions, ambiguity, and painting 

tropes as building blocks for the construction of a contemporary imaginary. In 2020 he has been 

awarded the ARTWORKS SNF Artist Fellowship. Recent exhibitions include: There is nothing 

inevitable about time, TAVROS (Athens); 21! New Greek Painting, Archaeological Museum of 

Agios Nikolaos (Crete); Head2Head, KEIV (Athens); Beyond Nostalgia Hijack, CAN Christina 

Androulidaki Gallery (Athens); Please, please me, The Symptom Projects (Amfissa, GR); Cra(u)sh. 

Or how you made me kiss the pavement, Grace (Athens). 
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